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Oming accidentally into a Famil ly alwaj 's 
frequented,” and of late much a foheds 
ſome Roman Citholichs, wha b or 
minatings Damnation againſt all Prote- 
ſtants, bad terrified ſome Friends, applied my 
ſelf ro elear their Doubts, and to OTA thoſe Fears 
wherewtth the Noiſe tref Threats of Hell-fire had 
affeited their Minds ; This engaged me into a long 
Debate with one of the Parties, wha was very pg- 
fitrve aud carneſt in maintaining the atter Impoſſi- 
bility of being ſaved out of the Church 0 * Rome. 
And upon that it Came to be enquired, Whether if 
be their Relation to Rome, or their Relation to 
Chrift; that Men are tobe ſaved by ? Whether our 
State of Eternity depends upon the T alk,' or Confe- 
dence, or hard Cenſures of Men, or upon the Truth 
of our Religion, and our Stucerity in profeſſing of it? 
Whether it be the ever-living God, or any mortas 
Men.that make true Religion? W hether that be not 
the Beſt which beft agrees with the Divine Reve- 
lation ? And, whether our Saviour had referr d #5 
t6 Rome, and the iy Anthority, for the know- 
A 2 legs 
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ledge of of Love Trath ; or plainly taught by Him- 
ſelf, and” by his Apoſtles, all that is requiſit and 
ſufficient to Salvation ? 

About theſe we differ d © But yet agreed wpon the 
whole, that the great odds in point of Safety, which 
they apprehend to be betwixt them and us, muſt be 
grounded upon the Excellency of ther Keligion above 
ours 5 and muſt therefore appear in their. Faith , 
Worship «nd. Morals, which are the Eſſential part; 
of Religion, and wake tt right or wrong, accord- 
ihg 4s. 5 ry are. themſelves. 

The Talk IT then had about this Subje#t, and the 
occa(ion of it, put me upon writing the enſuing Diſ- 
courſe.” Wherein my chiefe ft Aim hath been to fix 
my Reader upon that which is poſutrve with us, and 
is maintained on all ſides , that being altogether re- 
mo it, and of it ſelf ſufficient to make a Man a 
good Chriſtian : And then to conſider thoſe Points 
in belief and prattice, about which we differ, and 
to chew on which fide lies the Advantage for 
means of Grace, and certainty of Salvation. 
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T HE Church of Rome would not only 


have all her Dictates received as Di- 

vincand True, but would likewiſe have 
nothing received as ſuch, but what ſhe deli- 
he vers; infomuch that her Writers would per- 
i- ſuade us that we can have no Aſſurance of the 
fx | Truth of our common Chriſtianity,becauſe we 
na | receive it not from the Infallible Chair, and 
re- rely not on 1ts Authority for the proving of 
14} it. As ifa Man could nor know, and firmly 


nt: | believe, that 7eſws Chriſt came into the World to q 


ind ſave Sinners, without ſo much as having heard 
for Þ any thing of a Roman Church and her Infal- 
libility. And as 1f thoſe great Truths which 

' God hath revealed were not to be embraced 

and aflented to,” becauſe they are his, bur de- 
pended upon the good Pleaſure of a Party of 
Men, who can no more add greater Autho- 

he | rity ro whar God hath declared, than they 
can make their own Sayings of an cqual Au. 


thority with God's. 
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We canadmut that Church fora joynt Wit- 
neſs with other Chriſtian Churches, that the 
Bible is the Word of God, and thar the 


Chriſtian Crecd is the Catholick Faith : Bur. 


there 1s no reaſon to think, that any thing, is 
the more true, or the more neceſlary, 'mecrly 
becauſe ſhe faith it. That which 1s equally 
atteſted by all Chriſtian Churches, who were 
all Depoſitories of che Divine Oracles, and 
of the Chriſtian Religion, hath a cogent and 
a clear Evidence : Bur that wherein ſhe ſtands 
divided from all the reſt, and bears witneſs 
only to her own Prerogatives, 1s either true, 
becauſe ſhe aflerts ir (which none will dare 
to ſay) or oughr to be proved by the Tetti- 
mony of rhe whole Chriſtian Church, and of 
Divine Revelation, which ſhe can never do. 
| $o we have this great Advantage 1n thole 
things which we aſlert as Points of Saving 
Paith, that we have the plain and exprets 
Words of Holy Scripture, and rhe Concur- 
yence of rhe whole Church : whereas rhote 
things which we reject, are made a Crecd 
only by one particular Church, not above 
one hundred Years agone, and have no Ground 
in Holy Writ. | 

_ Some may diſpute with us about our Rites 
or Diſctpline, or ſome abſtrufe and diſputa- 
ble Points : But for that Faith whereon we 
WIS ground 
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t- | ground our Hopes of Salvation, nothing can 
1e || be objected againſt it. Ir is the fame-where- 
ie | in m_ Chriftian is baptiſcd, chefame which 
1 | was before the Reformation, -and'before the 
Ss | Want of it; in Times of greateſt Purity the 
y | fame Paith was profeſt, and in the worſt of 
y | Times under the greateſt Corruptions it was 
re | ſtill preſerved: and that not m oneKingdom, 
1d | or only here in the Weſt, bur in all Patriar- 
1d | chates; and in all Chriſtian Churches in the 
is | World. We have neither added nor dimi- 
is | niſh*d, nor made any Alteration 1n that Rule 
e, || of Faith, which 1s = Badge and the Ground 
rc | of Chriſtianity. So thatas to this Poinr,- our 
1- | Religion is now as it was lonpbefore Luther : 

ol ll We - no other Creed thanthar which was 

o. | univerſally profeſt all along. -Our Diſpute 
ic | with the Church of Reme 1s about their new 

2 | one, made {ince Luther, and profelt no where 

15 I elic but in her Communion 3 that we cannot 

r- KU embrace. Ir had neither the ſame Authority 

tc | trom God nor from Men, as hath the Catho- 

d | lick -Bchef. 

/E To make this plain here, 1 'ſet the two 

d || Creeds:ar large, to be conſulted as-the Rea- 

der finds occafion. 
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The Catholick 
aud Apoſtolick 
Creed, explained 
by the Nicene and 
' tbeAthanaſtan,r 
what Concerns our 
Savior s Drvint- 
ty, but never en- 
larged wntil the 
Comncil of 'Trent. 


Believe in 
God the Fa- 
ther Almighty, 
Maker of Hea- 
ven and Earth. 


* And in Jeſus 
Chriſt, his only 
Son our Lord. 


| Who was con- 
ceived by the 
Holy Ghoft, 


ey of the Vir- 
g1n Mary. 
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held and doth hold ; 


The Roman Creed. 


Moſt ſtedfaſtly admit and 
embrace the Apoſtolical and 
Eccleſraſtical T raditions, with 
the reſt of the Conſtitutions and 


» Obſervations of the Roman 


Charch. 


I alſo recerve the Holy Scri- 
pture according to that ſenſe 
which the Holy Mother Church 
(whoſe it 15 ro mterpret it ) hath 
nor will e- 
ver underſtand or interpret it 0- 
therwiſe than according to the 
unanimous Conſent of the Fa- 
thers. 

Tprofeſs alſo that there are ſe- 
ven true and proper Sacraments 
of the new Covenant inſtituted 
by our Lord 7eſus Chriſt, and 
neceſſary to the Salvation of 
HMankind (tho' not all of them 
neceſſary to every Man) v1z. 
Baptiſm, Confirmation, the 
Eucha- 
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_ into Hell : 


Suffered un- 
der Pontias Pi- 
late, was Cruci- 
fied, dead, and 
buried. 


He deſcended 
the 
third Day he a- 
roſe again from 
the Dcad. 

He aſcended 
into Heaven, 
and{itreth on the 
Right Hand of 
God the Father 
Almighty. 
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Euchariſt, Pennance, ex- 


tream Unction, Orders and 


Matrimony, al which do 


confer Grace 5 and whereof , i 


Bapuſm, Confirmation and 
Orders cannot be repeated 
Without Sacriledge. 

I likewiſe reccrve and ad- 
mit all the recerved and ap- 


proved Rites of the Catholich 


Church in the ſolemn Admi- 
niſtration of all the aforeſaid 
SACraments. 

All and every thing which 
was defined and declared about 
Original Sin and 7uſtification 
by. the moſt holy Council of 
Trent, lembrace and recerve. 

7 profeſs lihewiſe that m the 
aſs 15 offered to God a true,- 
proper and propittatory Sacrifice 


for the Quick and Dead; and 


that in the moſt holy Sacrament 
of the Euchariſt, there ts really 
and ſubſtantially the Body and 
Blood, together with the Soul 
and Divinity of our Lord {e- 
ſas Chrift ; And that there is 


a Converſion made of the whole |} 
Subſtance {| 
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From thence 
he ſhall come ro 
judge the Quick 
and rhe Dead. 


the Holy Ghoſt, 


TheHolyCa- 
thohck'Church. 

'FheCommu- 
mon-of Saints, 


The Forgive- 
nefs of Sins, 


The -Reſur- 
reCction of the 


Body , 


The 1, wtrodudtion. 


I beheve in, 


Subſtance of Bread into hi;Bo- 
dy, and of the whole Subſtance 
of Wine iuto his Blood, which 
Converfron the CatholickChurch 
calls Tranſubſtantiation. 

I alſo confeſs that under ei- 
ther Kind or Spectes only, whole 
and entire Chriſt and the true 
SACTAMEnt is received. 

* I conſtantly bold that there 
is a Purgatory, and that the 
Souls there detained are helped 
by the Suffrages of the Faithful. 

As alſo that the Saints, who 
retgn together with Chriſt, are 
robe worſhipped, andprayed to, 
and thetr Relicks to be wvene- 
rated . 

I moſt firmly aſſert that the 
Images of Chritt, of the Bleſſed 
Virgin, and of the other Saints, 
are tobe had and retained, Jn 
that due Honour and Worjhip 
es to be imparted to them. 

I alſo affirm that the Power 
of Induelgeuces was left by Chriſt 
tohis Church, and that the Vſe 


of them 14moſt ſalutary to Chre- 


ſiran, People. 
s 46- 


> ade 
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_ And the Life I acknowleage the Holy Ca- 

eyerlaſting. tholick and Apoſtolick Roman 
Church, to be the Mother and 
Miſtreſs of all Charches : And 
I promiſe and ſwear true Obe- 
arence to the Pope of Rome, 
whos Chriſt®s Vicar, and Suc- 
ceſſor to St. Perer the Prance 
of the Apoſtles. 

T alſo withoxt aonbt receive and profeſs all other 
things delivered, defined and declared by the 
ſacred Canons and the Oecaumenical Councils, e- 
ſpecially by the mit holy Synod of Trent 5 and 
all things contrary to them, with all Herefies what- 
ſoever condemned, rejetted and curſed by the Church, 
I likewiſe rejeit, and condemn and carſe. 

This rrue Catholick Faith , without which no 
Man can be ſaved, which at preſent I freely hold 
and profeſs, I will (by God's help) conſtantly re- 
tain and confeſs intire and inviolable to my laſt 
Breath, and take care to the utmoſt of my Power, 


that the ſame ſhall be taught, held and profeſs by 


all under me, and whoſe Care jhail belong to me 


im my Office. I the aforeſaid N. promiſe, vow and 
ſwear it : So help me God, ana theſe holy Evan- 
guls. 


This Roman Creed' it 1s about which 7G 
differ : for as to the Chriſtian Creed there Is) 
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no Diſpute berwixt us ; only that we ac- 
counr 1t ſufficient, and will profeſs none elſe. 

'This 15 the State of the Difference betwixt 
the Church of Romeand ours. We ſtand for 
that Faith which is confeſt of all ſides to be 
rruly Carholick and Apoſtolick ; and diſown 
that Roman which they would impoſe upon 
us. 

I know that they ſcek to retort this Obje- 
Ction of making of new Creeds, and would 
make the diſtinct Denial of the ſeveral Points 
of theirs to be in like manner ſo many Art1- 
cles of ours ; as if jt were with us as funda- 
mental a Truth, that there 1s no Roman Pur 
gatory, as that the Blood of Feſus Christ cleanſeth 
s from all Sins : Whereas it 13 moſt apparent 
thar the Negative of falſe Opinions doth in 
no wiſe become a Part of the Chriſtian Do- 
Ctrine, nor of the Chriſtian Creed. 

True Religion 1s not to {well in Propor- 
tion to the-Encreaſe of Errors, for then eve- 
ry new Addition to Chriſtianity would make 
a new neceſlary Article for the rejecting of it, 
& and it would be in_the Power of every Here- 
fiarch to enlarge the Rule of Faith againſt 
him.- -Whereas the Chriſtian Faith was once 
delivered to the Saints, and muſt ever remain 
the ſame, whatever Hereſies ſome Men are 
pleaſed to broach. That Saints and Images 

| are 
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; to leave the Roman Church ? it ſhould rather 
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are to be worſhipped 1s a Point of the Ro- % 
man Faith ; that they are not, 1s not a Point- 
of mine ; ?ris only a Declaration of my diſ- 
owning this Roman Do&rine, as being nei- || 
ther in the Chriſtian Creed, nor in the Word | 
of God. The rcfuſling of Mens Errors, whe- i 
ther they be Pagans, or any Herericks, is nor $ 
a Part of our Belief, but rather of our Disbe- WF 
licf. Our denying that Zzpzer, or Great Ds- MW 
ana, or any Creature, though never ſo ſo- 
lemnly Canoniz?d, are tro receive Religious 
Honours, is only a renouncing of Mens De- 
vices, bur doth nor conſtitute fo many new 
Doctrines ; only what God hath commanded 
in this caſe, 1s Parr of our Religion, Thow W 
Jhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only \ſhalt 
thou ſerve. 3 
Our Creed and Religion therefore is ſtill 
Univerfal, and truly Priminve, although our 
rejecting ſome Points which they have made 
Part of theirs in the Church of Rome, can be 4 
neither ſo Primitive nor ſo Univerſal. What 
our Church owns for her Saving Belief, 'is: 
ownd, and ever was, by all Chriftian 3 
Churches ; what ſhe rejed&ts trom being ſuch; UF 
15 of a later Date, and was never ſa general. |} 
So rhar inſtead ot asking us, Where was:our 
Rcligion before our Forefathers were for*d' 


. 
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be enquired, why they threw oft thoſe ſeye- 
. ral Tenets contained in the Roman Creed ? 
and then the Queſtion would be plain and w 
fairly ſtated, and might from every Man thar 


hath but read rhe Bible, receive a clcar An- cif 
ſwer. Bur 1t 1s very unreaſonable to demand thi 
ſuch Authoratics for refuſing of any new and th 
abſurd humane Invycntions, as for the rece1- fu 
ving thole Truths which God hath expreſly Þ 
revealed, and his Church received all along. in 
As for rhe Viees or Virtucs of King Henry ge 
| the 8th, orany others, who wcre engaged to th 
ftruggle with the Papal Powcr and Uſurpa- mi 
| tions, they iigmty nothing to us. The cnor- th 
mous Faults of ſuch as are reputcd Supream 
and Inftallble Guides of a Party may well re- 


proach them : Bur our Religion hath no dc- 
pendance on Hittorical Paſtiges of any Mens 
|, pr Gog*s Veracity and Revelation 1s 
' the Ground we depend upon ; Him we wor- 
+ ſhip, and in hwmn we believe, as is to be ſcen 
' in our Publick ay, : For'thar we claim 
. the Warrant of his Word, and the Suffrage 
& of all Chriſtian Churches, rhan which no bet- 
F ter Ground, nor no/higher Authority is cyer 
| Lo be had. If the Roman Creed had the ſame, 
| we would embrace' it heartily, for the well- a 
| being of our Souls ; or if it were lels.re- 
| pugnant to. the Chriſtian Inſtitution ;* we 

amght 
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might be perſuaded to comply, or to be filent, 
for the Peace and 'Tranquility of our preſent 
Welfare. 

But my Deſign 1s only to ſettle and to pa- 
cify them that are ſtagger*dand diſturb'd with 
the ruder Noile of Damnation daſhing againſt 
them ; and therefore I will purſue things no 
further than to ſhew, 'Thar neither the Judg- 
ment of our Adverſarics, nor any thing wkerc- 
in both Churches difagree, any ways cndan- 
gers our future Happineſs : *But that as to 
the ſecuring the Ercrnal Welfare of our Im- 
mortal Souls, ours 1s to be preferred before 
the Roman Communion. 


A 
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A. Discourss ſhewing, &c. 


HE Concerns of Eternity being ſo tre- 
mendous, and many not ſo well mſtruct- FF 
ed as they, ſhould, tis no wonder if ſome l 
Men” are frighted with the fearful Sen- A, 
tence pronounced againſt them by the Zealots of | 
... the Roman Party. To any Man ſerious or timo- A] 
-. rous, Threats of Damnation are terrible, even in 
the Mouth of a.Mortal Creature : Though it only 
betrays the Preſumption of any ſinful Man that q 
dares fit on-the Tribunal of his Almighty Judge ; a 


yet becauſe ſome are fo tender and fo weak in this N 
Point, as to be much diſordercd and diſmayed to || ® 


fee themſelves adjudged to Hell, though it were but 
a Dream, or a melancholy Fancy ; therefore it may || *P 
be worth the while, briefly to {tate the Caſe, and 

conſider on what Grounds they proceed, that fo frec- th 
ly pronounce our; Il. And I doubt not but to NF 1. 


make It an | FP v2. A - [y only their good Word, in 
þ or alſo their/$60@&Wlt,gWhcn tor Safety and a ſure ' 
Fefinda RL.» 4>- L1-MC Þ Il h I 24 
| dation” Wewnroabengplt as well as they. It may || 14 
ſurprize-and ſtartle tos fee one ſtare, and with great te 


| Confidence denounce that you are a dead Man that n 
cannot hive.an Hour; but having recovered your ſelf, i 
j... and reflegted upon't, you paſs by without further NT 
Harm, andimiue at the Humour. There x one Law- 
| giver, 
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brver, who is able to ſave and to deſtroy. Who art 
HA that judgeft another ? my 

Our intire dependance is upon God, as well for 
” || the ſtate of Eternity as-for the preſent. We do not 
fall, when we go hence, under a new or an unknown 
Power, neither are left to Mens Mercy : but the 
ſame God by whom we were taken out of our Mo- 
ther's Womb, and to whom we were left, when we 
hang'd yet upon her Breaſts ; he that took care of 
us, and provided tor us here upon Earth, is ſtill to 
diſpoſe of us in our future State : And we ſhall be 
judged by him, by whom we were made and re- 
of deemed, | | 

This God whom we now ſerve, and under whoſe 
Almighty Dominion ,we mult ever remain, is infi- 
| nitely good, He wenld have all Men to be ſaved, and 
I I to come to the kaqwledge of the Truth. Therefore he 


» doth not ſeek Advantages againſt them, nor lay 
2 Þ Snares in their Way, nor wrap up his Saving. Light 
as mn Obſcurity, but deals with them in .niuch Mercy, 
+ | making that Grace of his which bringeth Salvation 
x 'appear unto all Men, that they may know the Way 


1 | ©2. Life, and clearly ſee what they muſt do to ob- 
A tain Eternal Happineſs. This, God ſhews Men by 
= | that Revelation he hath made. of his- bleſſed Will, 
1 how they ought ta walk and-to pleaſe him : There- 

» | in all things neceſfary are very, plainly expreſt, that 


"© Þ they may be underſtood of All: ; And for a turther 
Y | Help, and a greater Security to Men of all Capaci- 
on ties, a Summary of Divine Truths, ſuch as are tun- 


£ damental and needful, was by times made and pro= 
> | pagated, together with the Chriſtian Religion, over 
all the World. So that gh have the Word b&-Gad, 


x8 The Proteſtant Relig 
and the Apoſtolick Creed, both of them always at- 
teſted by the whole Chriſtian Church, as two firm 
Pilfars, Whereon to repd our Telves. That we 
enight be ſtrong and immoveable in the Faith, afſi. 
rd that we are not tmpoſed wpon by our Guide, 
and that tength of Time hath made no Alteration, 
*but that we Hold now the fame things which were 
taught by Chriſt, and received of his Charch ; and 
that we make nothing neceflary to Salvation, which 
From the Beginning was not ſo. 

Erft, then, The Word of God contamed Mm the 
"Holy Bible is, by Conſent of all, that Saving Trath 
of God by which we muſt live, and by which we 
ſhall be judged ; ſo that whatſoever is there written, ("ee 
K to be embraced as certam, and as coming from the * 
God. Whether it relates to the Creation and the £*Mc 
Government of the Warld, or to the many Won- 
'ders which'God wrought in former Ages, to deliver 
His People, and-to confirm and atteſt his Revelation; 
Or to the Fall of Man and the Promiſe of a Savionr ; 


* 
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or to his Miffion into the World, and his accom- 
- Plrſhing the great Work of our Redemption ; or to{® 
the Goſpel-Promiſes, and Do&rines and Myſteries; iſ 
or to Laws and Rules of Righteouſneſs, and Inftitu- 8 
- -Fions of Divine Worſhip; eiintſoever it relates to, 1t 
is to be embraced with an humble and obedient 
Faith. Nothing is to be queſtioned that is contained F* 
in the Bible; all hytnane Authorities and humane 
Reaſohings rhuſt ſubmit "tot, for the Bible is the 
 "Wordof 66d. | 
' Go into all the World, and you fhall find all 
_ Churches every where aſſert the ſame as well-as we. 
The Jew? coticar with us in ghg Divine Authority of YY" 


the 


the Snref2. Way to Haw: tg. 
| the Ancient 'Orackes, before -our Bleſſed: ; Lofd's .' 
in {Goming : But all 'Chnitians in Every Part, -and in 
we every Age of the Ohurch, embrace 3nd -rev 
Ti. oththe Qld and New Tettament, as the Boak: 
&, (God, wherein are contained the Declarations of ;his 
1, (WAL and the Words of Etetnal Life, If you-en- 
ere (quire what:they thought of it, in the'firlt or ſecond - 
11d Ages after our Saviour, 'or at any other time z-@r ut 
ch £y00g0 to:the Zaftern ot African Churches; or aty 
te moſt remote Phace where Chriftianity 45 atalt, 
4c $you Shall find all agreed 'in this, that the Bible evn+ 
1th tans the Dottrme of Eternal Salvation, «nd is .the 
we Word of God. This '1s -not a thing wherein the 
en, YGrecks diffcr from the .Latins, -or Proteſtants'from 
»m ike Papifts.; but is the firm Belief of all. This 
the Yamoſt conftant and invariable Tradition, which for- 
on. Extent of Time and Place iis univerfal, and there- 
ver re of the.groateſt Credlitzdltogetherunqueltionable,. 
»n; | So here is a very great Nuttiber-of Divineand un-- 
ar ; doubted Fruths agreed upon by all the Ghriltan 
m-(Vorld ; :oven all he pam and clear Propofitivas 
to [Meamed im Holy Seripruve. Although they be of 
es; {ings ot feen, that are paſt or to come ; yet-be-- - 
tu-Nog there revealed, :they are afſerited to by all; And - 
it [that :fhould deny any of them, would be con-, 
«nt Jdnmmed/by Chrifttans of all Communions z his-re- 
ied [fifing to acknowledge the Truth of any 'Contents 
ne (the Bible, would be interpreted a Demal of God's - 
he [Yeacity, becauſe they are all perfivaded, that the 
- EBible..s-che Word of God, written by the Guidanze 
all 13d.che Infpiration of this 'Holy Spirit. I 
76. | -.He that xcjedts this Foundation \ON which, all 
" Viniftines are grouyded; onght never 36 campers 
B 2 Huſt- 
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__ -m the Differences among - them, nor 'pre- 
end to be-of any Church ; for by. his denying. the 
Truth of that Revelation which they all own to be 
Divine, and:-whereon they rely, he makes himſelf F {ay 
an Infidel,” and a Party againſt them all. And yet Þ Ls 
if we'could ſee to the bottom of Things, I doubt | th; 
not butit-would appear, that the Diſputes and Con- 7 
tentions which are among Chriſtians, are moſt ea- 
gerly promoted by ſuch as deride thoſe great Truths I in | 
which they all own to be fundamental. They that the 
jointly believe the Truth and the Divine Authority I fro 
of 'the Holy Scripture, are ſet to wrangling among || of 
themſelves about ſome of its moſt obſcure and unnecei-} Ba 
fary Places, by them that believe none of it; and for ſ tha 
not mutually embracing and practiſing upon thoſe Þ del! 
moſt important Points whereon we are agreed, we Eni 
expoſe thoſe Dottrines of our common Salvation, ff the! 
which we all-profeſs, to the Contempt of the pro-ſſ ons 
phane and incredulous World. _ [tho 
Secondly, The other Pillar which together with || the: 
the Holy Scripture, ſtrongly Supports of our Faith, -- 7 
Is the Chriſtian Creed. We find alſo for this the] tain 
ſame Conſent of all Chriſtian Churches, they arefſ ries, 
unanimous in the Belief and Profefſion of it, and] ptwi 
hold all its Articles to be thoſe great and neceffary Þ hay, 
Truths without which none can be ſaved. Whereas f the 
the ſeveral Contents of the Bible, although equally Age 
true, yet are not of an equal Concern, and are tooff thei 
numerous to be carried in mind : There was a Col-f| the 
lection of thoſe principal Points which are neceſlary Chr 
to all, drawn and appointed from the Beginning, asf othe 
a Form of ſound Words, or a Summary of the Chri- 
Ran Saving Faith. This we call the Apoſtles Creed, 


and 
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and this, I fay, in all Ages of the Church,-and in 
the full Extent of it, hath been received as-a. Con- 
be | feſfion of that Faith, without which none can bg 
If © faved. Go to Rome, or to Geneva, or'among the 
et | Lutherans, or the Moſcevites, or the Greeks, or E- 
bt | thiopians, as many as call on the Savitig Name of 
n- | 7eſ#s, do thus make Confeſſion of 'thewr Faith int 
a- | him. -Befjdes that each Article is very exprefly arid 
hs | in many Places revealed in the Holy-'Bibte,” here' is 
at} the unanimous Agreement of the 'whole Church 
ty | from firſt to laſt, in every Nation, and every Period 
ng | of Time from the Days of Chrit, that this is the 
£l- | Badge and Cognizance of a Chriſtian Believer; and 
for that-the Profethon of this Belief 1s- the Faith once 
ole U delivered to the Saints, which ſhall endure to the 
wel End of the World. Into this Faith, 'and' none 0+ 
2n, || ther, -all Chriſtians are Baptized, in'all Communi- 
ro-. ons, thereby to be made Members of Chriſt's Ca- 
tholick Church, and Heirs of Everlaſting Life, if 

ith £ they keep it unto the End whole and undehiled. - 
th, - Thus tor the believing any of -thoſe Points con- 
the tained -in the Apoſtles Creed, or any of the Hiſto- 
arc} ries,, Promiſes or Commands deliver d in Holy Scri- 
nd pture,- a Chriſttan hath the beſt Warrant he can 
ary Þ have for the Belief of any thing upon Earth; even 
eas} the joint Atteſtationr of- the whole Church of every 
uly Age, who teſtified' publickly, and ſometimes ſealed 
roof their Teſtimony 'with their Blood, that the Bible is 
:ol-f| the Word of God, and the Creed is- the Faith of 
ary} Chriſt; However Chriſtians have falFn 'out- about 
, asÞ] other things, as to theſe they are at ore. The Be- 
lief of this engageth you into no Diſpute with any, 
Here is a very great Number of mgſt marvellous 
| B 3 Tranſ- 


22 The Proteflant Religion. 
FranlaHons, and. gracious Pawfs, go and righteous 
> and unportant Predift _w_ which are own'd 

be Divine and infallb True. Your: Belief 

Prafelſian af thele depend-nat. upon. your Ean- 

Cy, ar the Qpiniens of private: Guides,, or the Tra- 


gen of your Country, oof your Party, bub up- 
gn the unanimous Witneb of millions, of wiſe and 


> HUTRErEUS. C n Socigties.dilpers'd avep the 
make up the: unzverlal Church, 
Her is enough owned of all. fides;to make: up an 


BapDy A ' betwint all Churches; The ha- 
Ars 
12A an 


, and the ſame Creed, is a very 
oy laſting. Foundation fer Peace, 
e-are that are of the: greateſt Moment 
Faithiand a good Life, for the: Service of God 
"hs Salvation; ofipur ir Souls, every where receiv'd 

and pie, He that ſhould weigh the bnportance 
Q _ of. thoſe Fruths which axe acknowledged. by 
I, wouly wohder what it is that. can, divide Chyi- 
, anc them fo kerge and undcharitable 
og: againſt; another. We fe  Bigots of different 
Commaunions damn and deffrey; one another, as if 
they Frewo not Partakess of the fame Nature, and 


arhes by ow the it God and the 
Cy all «bs chalels Articles of the 


elades Mens Ignorance and Malice 


inmpoe Zeal, no: Aggaunt can be given (| 


ming Contentiens of Chriſt;avs as 

Tang th hems 4 put that the things yherein they 

of + preſent Fanorrmenk, for Wealth os 
perk Secular Intereſt and. hamane Patlions 

have wade the: Breach, ang they that le- 


cretly 


Wo Men, Anais, Martyrs, Com Centellors, and all 
oF, 
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cretly.laugh at all Religions, and neither regard the 


| {pute, and for their own Ends make uſe of the 


' Behef, have remained conſtant and embxaced by 
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2d nor the Word of God, ſet on the Zealots to 


Contention ; when all this while there is a vaſt 
Collection of Truths for Comfext and Contempt of 
the World, for Meckneſs and mutyal Loye, proteſt 
to. be firmly believ'd by all Parties engag'd. 
ut as Men are always craving and purſuing new 
things, rather than they will make an Eſtimate of 
what they have recely'd, becauſe they love to extend 
their Defires, rather than to be fatisfied, and to be 
thankfyl ; fo they rather chuſe td wrangle and diſ- 
pute about the meaneſt PunGtilios wherein they are: 
at odgls, than to reſt in the greater things wherein 
they arg agreed, becaule they love to talk and to con- 
tend, better than to praGtiſe and embrace each other. 
Thx unſettles ſome Men that they know not 
what © beleve; and giyes great occaſion to the 
pophane to deſpiſe Religion, as it all the Talk a- 
ut it were arbitrary and uncertain ; they magnike 
the Vaxiety of Qpumyans, and make as it the whale 
were matter of Conteſt, when they ſee the Con- 
tenders act as if they were agreed ahqut nothing. 
Whereas I lay, all the great Articles - haye gs 
been unqueſtioned, notwuhſtanding the Pegy1i} 
ne of ſome, and the 11] Detigns of others, it 
the ſame Rules of Holneſs, and the fame Points of 


The ſame Divine Revelation and the tame Chriſtian 
Fach have every RES ReVER, Ro in_ the mid{ 
of all Diſputes been preterved an ASTW we L, 
So.that the whole Subllance, and, all the nec x 
ave always been ſacred, corel 
Chriſtian Churches. he 


Parts of Religion, 
ang reverenc'd by 
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The twelve Articles of our Creed, and all the un- 
controverted Truths revealed in Holy Scripture , 
make up-a Body of Divinity fo full, ſo excellent, 
and ſo comprehenſive, that 1f we compare 1t with 
the Uncertainties and Diſſentions that were every 
where in the Heathen World, at the firſt preaching 
of Chriſtianity, we ſhall - look on its Proteſlors as 
very harmonious and very well agreed. There were 
never ſo many things ſo Great, fo Wonderful, of to 
infinite a Concern to Mankind, fo ſtrongly atteſted, 
or ſo firmly believed by ſuch infinite Multitudes of 
civiliz'd and knqwing Men in all Parts of the World, 
for ſo many Ages together. 

Here is a Foundation whereon every good Chri- 
ſtian may build Peace and Charity towards all his 
Bretliren, of whatever Countries or Communions 
they be, and may eſtabliſh a fure Hope of Eternal 
Happineſs to his own Soul : it he doth heartily pro- 
feſs and obey thoſe undoubted Truths which are 
embrac'd and acknowledged by. all Chriſtian Chur- 
ches. He that is fully perſuaded of the Truth of 
Chriſtanity, and-willing to depend for his Salvation 
tipon that plain and eſſential Patt of it, which 1s con- 
teſſed by all, and to lay the great Streſs of his Hopes 
and of his Obedience upon - his Creed, rather than 
upon controverted Points ; ke hath what will com- 
fort his Soul, and encourage him to live well ; and 
he is ſafe, peaceable and unmoveable in the midit of 
all Diviſions: he-may be doom'd, and called Names 
by them that would impoſe their Opinions-as Ar- 
ficles of Faith z but it doth- him no harm, whilſt he 
ſtands firm upon the Rock' of the Chriſtian Creed, 
and the Chriſtian Life together, - = ; 
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Theſe two are acknowledged of all fides, to be 
both requiſite and ſufficient to Salvation : Faith and 
Works together making up the whole Condition of 
that Goſpel-Covenant, to which is annexed the Pro- 
miſe of eternal Lite. Therefore in enquiring why 
they are all condemn'd as Reprobates, that are not 


of the Roman Communion, we mult conſider what 


are the Advantages pecular to that Party. 


IT. Whether their Faith be more ancient and Ca- 


tholick. 


H. Whether ther Worſhip be purer, more con- 


 formable to God's Word. 


HI. And whether their Righteouſneſs exceeds 
that of all others. | 


I. I begin with that Faith which is peculiar to 
Rome, and is at large ſet down in the IntroduCtion. 
It indeed contains more Articles than that of any 
other Church, and it may fhll receive further En- 
creaſe, whilſt their Popes and Councils can make 
and umnpole new Definitions as neceſſary ; but we 
believe that Saving Truths are neither made by Mens 
Authority, nor evidenced by Number. We are con- 
tented with that Faith once delivered by Chrift and 
his Apoſtles, and from the Beginning received by 
the whole Church, and tor this are declared Here- 
ticks, and adjudged to Perdition, 

That Roman Faith about which we differ, is 
made ſo eſſential and fo neceſlary, that their Con- 
verts are appointed by the Roman Ponrihcal, in an- 
{wer to the Biſhops Queſtions, that Reconciles him 


to make an exprels Profeſſion of 1t ;\ and if he were is | 
| 2 i} 
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a noted Hexetick, evento {wear toit ; condenuung all 
to Damnation that embrace not the ſame ; and pro- 
miſing that if ever he a&tsor believes any thing con- 
tary to that Oath he takes with both his Hands on 
the holy Evangils, he will ſubmit himſelf to the Se- 
verity of the Canons. 


Although we be fo far agreed with the Church of , 


Rome (as hath been ſeen before) yet they lay 1o 
great a Streſs upon their new Creed, and derive fo 
much of their Devotions from it, That it is an afto- 
niſhing and formidable Change to paſs from our 


Charch into theys, * Befides the Surpriſe of their | 


publick Worſhip, which by a great Variety of Ce- 
remonies, Images, and the Latin Tongue appears 
very ſtrange : They have a preſcribed Form of re- 
conciling Hereticks, to which none can ſubmit, but 
they that are fully perſuaded that thoſe Qpinions, 
which became a Creed fince the Council of Treat, 


are-part of that Saving Truth of God, which muit 


be believed and profett under Pam of eternal Dam- 
nation, 

It: is. yot, as-fome may fancy or perhaps are told 
wheo folicued to: change, that they ſhall find it very 
caly, and be received: upon what Tees they plea : 
But the Church-of Rowe, as all other wite Societies, 
hath its fixt Rules and Forms, and follows them 
without taking Notice of the Talk or Thoughts of 
private Perſons. 'Fhere is. nothing can juſtify the 
Change, or make ut tolerable to a Man of Conſci- 
ence, but the being convinc'd of the Truth and Ne- 
cellity of theſe .koman Dottrines, which thitherto 
were no Part of his Creed. When he hath fearch's 
and uw.dall proper means to underftad the. Points 

be ”% 


the Swreſt Way to Heaven. 27 


in Diſpute, and to ſatisfy himſelf, and. finds him- 
felf Sb kde that there is no Salvation 
in our Church, = that the Belief and Worſſup pe- 
culiar to the Church of Rove are truly Chriftian, 
and the neceſſary Terms of our Acceptance with 
God, then 1s ke oblig? d to follow his Licks, and to 
6 make Profetfion of what he beheves to be Truth. 
But till a Man be thus canvinc'd, his torſaking ours 
$0 wm mw the Church gf Rome is a great Preva- 

God and Men, that will make him 
—_— 4, th, and be inexcuſable here and hereafter. 
The formal Abjuration of all that the Roman 
Church doth condeman, and the ſolemn Proteften | 
with a facred Qath of alt her Religious Doctrines || 
and PraCtices in their full Latitude, (as 1s pretended 


in the Roman Pontifical ) ſhould make ws ys. dqubt- | 


| Perſon amongft us very ſerious and j; 
; 24 clearly to know what he doth ons. ____ j'| 
be muſt embrace, if he refolvesto forfake ours, and 
embrace the Raman Communion. 
The caſe will be rawuch mare tokrable with them 
that were born and educated in that Perfuaheon, it 
/ they are in a Miſtake ; they having never profels'd, 
: naz perbaps. had means to knaw-any'thing elſe, is a 
, Plea: of which they are not capable, whe grown to Þ 
L Years of Difretion, turn from. one Cluuch to ano- | 
1 ther, Theſe had necd take great Care: that they . 
- deal uprightly, and exarame to the: BottorBot tlungs, "WF 
A ptherwite they Mock God and Men, and malt 2 
pe& to tare accordjugly. 
© dp pos deny, af that Perſons of Undertnde 
wg and Sncery may be prevail upon, taps 
= owes into the Raman Church, tar way b 
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are mortal they may err and be impos'd upon : And 
may they all obtain Mercy that truly fear God, and 
embrace what they judge 'to be his Truth, (though 
they be miſtaken) F only ſay, that no Man educated 
amoneſt us that really believes his Chriſtian Creed, 
and would not throw his Soul away, can make Pro- 
fellion of the Roman Faith, till he becomes fully 
convinc'd of its Truth and Necef{ity. For now it 1s 
not as it was before the Council of 77exr, when the 
Church of Rome 1t ſelf had no other Conteffion of 
Faith, but only . the Chriſtian which 1s common to 
all Churches, and th6ſe Opinions which have fince 
become Articles of the Roman Faith, needed not 
be explicitly profeſt, it they were but let alone and 
not diſputed againſt: Whereas now fince P:zs the 
4h, Hereticks ſo called, that become - Proſelytes, 
muſt make a ſolemn and expreſs Declaration, that 
they believe every thing that the Church of Rome 
doth either teach or- practife, and that they will 
ſubmit and contorm intirely 'to. all that ſhe pre- 
ſcribes either for Faith or for Divine Worſhip. This 
I fay no Man of Conſcience or Honour can do, ttll 
he become equally. perſuaded of the' Truth and Ne- 
ceſlity of theRoman,. as of the Chriſtian Creed. 
F :: Confidence froves nothing, and makes nothing to 
be really Divine; and we all know that Religion - 1s 
not what ſome Men will call fo : neither can we be- 
| heve as we would; or as we are bid ; we muſt have 
1uflicient Reaſons that thoſe things are from God, 
which are propoſed to our Faith; 1o that perſuaded, 
as 'we are, 'we might for Temporal Deſigns play 
the Hypocrites and difſemble, but-we can never be- 
come Profelytes:"to'ithe - Church of - Rome. - "_ 
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whilft we have reaſon to believe that thoſe Articles, 
of Faith, which are peculiar to that Church, are ra-- 
ther contrary to God's Revelation than contained in 
it, and fo think it our Duty to diſown their Ro- 
man Creed : We are fo far from apprehending our 
ſelves to be in danger of Damnation for ſo doing, 
that we rather believe we ſhould incur that Danger, 
it againſt our Perſuaſion and Conſcience we ſhould, 
ſolemnly proteſt and declare thoſe things to be our 
Belief and our Faith, which indeed are not ſo. 

How juſt and material are our Objections againſt 
each particular Do&trine which Rqme would impoſe 
upon us, 1s to be ſeen in many of the late Treatiſes 
upon thoſe Subjects : So here I ſhall give no further 
Account why we reject the Roman Creed, than by 
making upon it theſe three general Reflections, 
which alone might be ſufficient to prove that it can 
in no wiſe be neceſlary to Salvation. 

1, That the Roman Creed ſeems to be calculated 
for the Meridian of This World, rather than tor the 
obtaining the Happineſs of That which 1s to come. 
The Chriſtian Creed doth make no Man greater or 
richer here on Earth; it is a Protellion of our 
Faith in God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, which 9 
unites us to hum, engageth us to love and to terve ? 
him, and to confeſs Chriſt before Men, and obey 
his Goſpel ; the end of it is to make us hope 
well and live well, to give us Comfort againſt all 
Sorrows, and Strength againſt all Temptations. 
But the Roman Creed makes the Roman Court 
very great and very rich, and makes Men have a 
great dependance upon it. It eftabliſheth thoſe Q- 
pinions which much advance the Roman Domini- 
ON, 
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. on, making Rome to be the Mother and Miſtreſs of 
| all Churches; engazing Men to ſubmit intirely to 
' her, 1 embtracmg af her Traditions and Conftituti- 
| ofts; and obligmg all hers that have any Power, to 
wſe-it to the utmoſt, to bring all Men, as they are 
able, under her Obedience. ; 
. Then for Gam you have ſeveral Articks, the Do- 
Arime of Pargatory, and of Indulgences, the Wor- 
= of Saints and Images, which doth not exclude 
Gitts and Oblations to them; and the Sacrifice of the 
Maſsoffered, as they are paid for it, for the living or 
fot the dead ; befittes atl the Appeals to Rome, and 
the Bulls and Expeditions from it : Read their 
whole 'Creed over-again, atid you will clearly fee 
that it all makes for the Empire, or the Profit of 
Rome. Trsa ſhrews Suſpicion that they that have made 
, and mpos'd it rpon the World, did therein:re- 
ard their own Atvaritage -mote than the Truth 'of 
hriftian Religion. When the old univerfal Chri- 
' ftian Creed makes all for the Honour of God, and 
| for the Sanctification and Salvation of humane Souls, 
and this new particular'Creed'is all for the Glory and 
the Power of Rome; Who that hath not rehgn'd up 
his reaſon, but will be forc'd to think, that the one 
is to brmg Men to Heaven, and the other to bring 
Profit to Rome. | 
2. A Man will be ſo much the more confirm'd-in 
this Opinion, when he ſhall obſerve that che Reman 
Zeal is all turned this Way. Fhe Endeavours of 
their Zealots-are'miuch greater to make Men'of the 
Rotman Perfimfion, as to the controverted Points, 
than to make Chriſtians in what we are all agreed. : 
and among them-a Man'thay-believes the-Bible and 
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the ancent Creeds ts as much damn'd and hated as 
if he were a meer Tyrb or Heathen. Their Prb- 
ceedings againft them whom they call Hereticks, 
have been much more bloody and-viotent than a- 
gainſt meer Unbehevers ; as it ownimgthe fame Got 
and Saviour, and the fame Artickes of Hope and Re- 
demption were nothing, except we alfo own the 
ſame Subrmſhon to Rome. 

It may be reckoned as an Inftance of their grext 
Earneftneſs to propagate their Creed, that theirlater 
Mrades, for more than theſe fave hnndred Years, 
are all in the behalt of it. The Faith once deliver- 
ed to the Sxints, was evidenced by thoſe ancient Mt- 
races recorded m the Bible : - But this Growing Faith 
of Rome is recommended-to Peoples Behet by hter 
Wonders, 1uch as their Legends and Breviaries, and 
marty Books'of Devotion contain. -I need not fay 
that many of thoſe Miradtes here m the Weftern 
'Charch are 40 dribrous and #I-contriv'd, that 
make little for the Credit of thoſe Doctrines which 
they are defign'd to vouch-: I only note that they 
are all intended for to make credible thoſe Points of 
the Roman Faith which are deftittite of the Tefti- 
mony of God's Word, andof the UnivertalChutch 2. ? 
and that if we had not better Miracles, and fanch 
better atteſted, for the Proof of that Religion, that 
came from Feraſalem, than they have for that which 
came from Rome, Libertines would not wantan ad- 
vantageons Plea 'toquſtite/their Infidelity. | 

And, '3. We tmay add, thar this Roman-Creed 1s 
both new and contin'd, whereas 'the Chrittian 15:as 
"Catholick as the Chnrchiit 4elf ; That-is, is equally 
'dxtended to all Frnes hd Places,. was-ever every 


where it 
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where receiv'd, and is now profeſt mn all Churches, 
and in all Parts of the World. Inſtead of this Uni- 
verfality for Ages and Extenſion, the Roman Creed 
bears date 1564, and being dated from Rome, 1s pro- 
feſt by none but thoſe of thar Communion, which 
are but few, in compariſon with the reſt of the Chri- 
ſtian World. So that 1f you paſs into the African, 
or Greek, or Eaſtern Churches, which are vaſt and 
numerous, you ſhall find no other but that of the 
Apoſtles, explained by the Nicene and the Athana- 
fran ; if in ſome of theſe Places they have ſome of 
the Roman Opinions, or ſomeof theirownas doubt- 
ful and new, yet they have no other Confeſſion of 
Faith, than as we have in our Reformed Churches 
in the West. 

Nay even in the Church of Rome, in the third 
Seflion of the T7:dentine Council, 1546, they made 
a Decree, that according to the Example of the Fa- 
thers, ©* they would makea Confeſſion of that Faith 
** Which 1n ancient times had been an impenetrable 
** Shield againſt all Hereſtes, which alone had been 
** uſed for the Converhon. of Unbelievers, - for the 
** Confuſion of Hereticks, and for the Confirmati- 
** on of the Faithful; and then repeated the N;cene 
- Creed and no more; declaring, ©* That that was the 
** exprels and formal Faith ot the Church of Rowe, 
*© that Faith which is the Prinaple of Chriſtian U- 
** nity, and the ſure and only Foundation againſt 
** which the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail. 

Happy had it been for the Chriſtian World, it 
this matter had ſo remain'd ; and the Roman Arti- 
cles under Pz4 4. eighteen Years after, had not been 
made a neceſſary and eſſential Part of he Crane 
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However 'tis to be obſerv'd further, that e- 
now in the Roman Church, when they baptize 
i or grown Perſons, they uſe none > hag the 
+5 and to make them Members of 
and of his Church, and Heirs of his Kingdom, 
oblige them to the Profeffion of no other 
but thoſe that are the ancient Confeſſion of Faith 
common to all Chriſtian Churches. Nay, more, 
whilft they bve in that Communion in all Acts of 
'- | Worſhip, Arp ny die in it, and are to make 
0 || the laſt Confethon of « Saving Faith; of which 
t- | they ſoon expedt the End and Chalets, they 
> | uſenone but the three Catholick Creeds; the Roman 
es Þf ſerves only to tie all Power and Government to St. 
Peter's Chair, and to perfecute Hereticks withal. So 
4 Þ that this Roman Creed being for Temporal Advan- 
ic | tages, being not contain'd in the Word of God, nor 
a- proved by the Teſtimony, nor by the Miracles - 
th I the Primitive Church, nor received by former 
le F nor by any Church but the Roman, nor by that 
cn || very _ and only in fome caſcs proteſt : we re 
great reaſon to believe, that it is in no wiſe neceſlary 
ti- | to Salvation. The Chriftian and univerſal Creed 
17 || having been efteemed- ſufficient without any other; 
Nc Þ for more than fifteen hundred Years, ought to be fre 
2c, | efteemed ftill, without this Addition, whichis proved 
_ by very unlikely and uncertain Miracles, and by 
nſt } the Atteſtation of but that one particular Church, tor 
c whoſe Wealth and Grandeur it fo intirely makes. 
Theſe things conſidered, we ought no ways to be 
T1!" | difinayed with the trightful Words or Co 
any that pronounce us accurs'd and damn'dghecat 
ee or, nOr can oem what Pius the. 
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did lately.declare to be de Fide requiſite to Salvation. 
We ſhall find ſaving Inſtructions and Comfort e- 
nough'in the 'Chrittian Creed, which. God's Word 
exprelly confirms, and the whole Church hath ever 
own'd, if -we:embrace and ſtudy more and more the 
Divine and-invariable Truths it contains, and fincere- 
ly endeavour to lead our Lives accordingly. 


IT. What I have affirmed of the Roman Faith, is 
to be underſtood alſo of the Roman Worſhip : That 
Part of it-which is net approved by us 1s very bad ; 
palliated or repreved by the cunningeſt or wiſeſt of 
their Church ; or however no ways neceſfary, which 
is all I am at preſent concerned in, 

Indeed as to the Eflentials of Divine Worſhup all 
Chriſtians are agreed, That God ſhould have our 
Prayers and Praiſes, in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Mediator; even the matter of our Requeſts is 
fxt and uniform amongſt all that own the Lord's 
Prayer ;. fo far the Church of Rome hath many ex- 
cellent .and ancient Compoſures, very unlike thoſe 
new ones we reject. That part of their publick or 
private Worſhip which is grounded upon the Chri- 
{tian Creed, is very gocd :. and if they. went no fur- 
ther, we might as lawfully joyn with them, as they 
might with us, We have inſerted nothing doubtful 
or controverted in.our Othces of Religion, nothing 
but what as to the Senſe is uſed and approved by 
all . Churches. Had they done ſo, and extended 
their Worſhip no further than could be juſtified by 
that Chriſtian Belief which is common to all, the 
Differences betwixt them and other Chriſtians had 
been much Jeſs, and more reconcileable. : But They 
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have turned all the Points of their new Creed into 
Exerciſes of publick Religion : and theſe we do not 
think to' be acceptable to God, nor requiſite to acquit 
us of that Adoration and Service which we owe to 
his Divine Majeſty. 

We are per{waded that without making or wor- 
ſhipping Images of God, wemay pay him that Ho- 
mage Which he requires of us; that 1f we devoutly 
commemorate our Saviour's Paſſion, and with thank- 
ful Hearts put our Truſt in the Merits of it, we ſhall 
not need to worſhip the Figute of his Croſs ; and 
that 1f we lifc up our Hearts to Heaven, to adore 
him on the Right Hand of God, we need not wor, 
ſhip the Hoſt here on Earth, which many Chrifti- 
ans believe to be only the Sacrament of his Death, 
and none can be ſure to be the Subſtance of his na- 
tural Body ; no not according to the Tenents of - the 
Church of Rowe. 

Likewiſe that part of their Worſhip which relates 
to Creatures ; the ſolemn Blefling or conlſecrating I- 
mages, that being hallowed, they may be fit to be 
{et up to receive Incenſe and Oblations and many Ho-» 
nours, and to excite ther Devotion to Saints and 
Angels : their manifold Pilgrimages and Prayers to 
thoſe beatified Creatures; The great dependence they 
expreſs to have upon their Intercefſion, their Merit 
and their Power ; The many Miracles and Mercies 
they are ſaid to receive from them ; And the high 
Celebrations and Returns of religious Gratitude which 


' [they render to them: All theſe which make too great 


2Part of their publick and priv-.te Devotions, we have 


d great reaſon to beheve to be znconfiſtent with God's 


revealed Will, and with our Duty and Obligations to 
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I appeal to them that have either read the New 
Teftament, or leaned the Creed, the Lord's Pray- 
er, and the Ten Commandments, 'which all Chur- 
ches teach'to be the Prmciples of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, whether our calling upon him in whom we 
betieve, and ferving him alone that hath declared 
himſelf jcatons of his Honour, and ufing no Images 
in'our Addreſſes to him that hath forbid them , and 
approaching to God by that one Mediator whom he 

th appomted, and who died and merited all for 
us, and bad us cone to him, and uſe his Name a- 
lone in all our Requeſts ; Whether this Worſhip 
which is paid to God amongſt us, be not more con- 
formable to his holy Word, and to the Grounds of 
our common Chriftianity, than that which is efta- 
blihed in the Church of Rome 2 Whatever they 
may think of us where the Inquiſition reigns, and 
under it blind Ignorance, and a terrible Averfion a- 
gainfſt thera that are called Hereticks; yet eKewhere 
Men of better Senſe and greater Inſtruction, though 
of the fame Charch, can hardly pronounce us to 
God's Enemies, and the Objects of his Wrath, be- 
cauſe we are afraid to give his Glory to others, and 
to tranſgrefs his Laws : or however their Thoughts 


will not alter the cafe, and can do'us no Harm, wel 
having a Rule of God's own preſcribing to believeh 


and to worſhip by, and whit we-render to God the 
things that are 'God's, we tieed not fear the raſh 
Cenfures of uncharitable Men. 
| We have the Warrant 'of Holy Scripture, and the 
Concurrence and Approbation of all Chriftiza Chur 
ches for the Worſhip eftabliſh't in 'our Church : i 
accordingly we ferve God with Sincerity and De 
| | yetion 
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Yotion, we 5 have the Reward bh. that di- | 

hgently ſeek hi however we tra! 2 op Low i, 1 
i and we run no Risk : But if «x W 'H 
Saints and Images ſhould prove acre, th le, the } 
Papiſts run a great Danger, way havi 
tiquity nor Scripture for the (ame, ohh the Az: 
monitions of their Fellow Chriſtians, ſome Di- 
vine Prohibitions are point-blank againft it. 


FI. As for the Neceſſity of a good Life, our 
a- | Church recommends it at leaſt as much as the Ro- 
ip | man. All Chriſtians beheve a Jud t to, come, 
n- | and a Retribution to Men according to thew Works; 
of hoey| wat a the waned Frome of Gad, and Ya 
ta- e txewWards Propounded to encourage us to 
ey | good; we believe the ſame Threats and: the fame 
nd | Puniſhments to deter us from Evil; we all think 
\ a- | our ſelves obliged to Morality , and tO be truly ver- 
ere | tuous, knowing that without Hohneſs no Man ſhall 
1h | fee God : and 1 make no doubt but that in other 
) Chrittian Communions as well as in aus, there are 
be-| many who truly fear God and work Righteouſneſs, 
and} The Ditterence betwixt us and the Roman Chwch, 
ghts}| s not whether or no we © git 10,06 9007's but e- { 
wel very one in exther Church, accardin his Fnce: 
ieveſ] nity and his firm Perſwation of the. Zoe of I 
I theſſ anity, endeavours to approve hirg the Sear- : * 
raſh} cher of Hearts ; ſo far we are agreed, They have 
many things in their Roman, Cr and 1 1m. their 
| the} Worſhip, which we cannot approve ; but we have 
Jhurf the ame Rules of Life, the lame Divine Laws to, 
Þ ongG Qbedience. 
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- And I would to God we did' all join in thoſe 
things which admit of no Diſpute, and wherein we 
are all agreed, and did lay the great Streſs of our 
Hopes and of our Endeavours on them, viz. the 
hearty Profefſion of the fame Chriſtian Creed, the 
fincere Worſhip of the fame God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, and a ſerious Earnettneſs to tollow the 
Example and the Precepts of our common Saviour, 
and to live in this preſent Worid ſoberly, righteoully 
and godly : Theſe that are the great things of God, 
and the Foundations' of Chriſtian Religion, and of 
true Goodneſs being owned on both t1des, if they 
Were minded as our Intereſt in them, and their cer- 
tamry do require, would go near to compoſe our 
Difterences in'sther things, and to reſtrain that un- 
charitable Zeal which hath doom'd to Damnation 
Miitions of good Chriſtians. 
However, they that truly believe all the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith, and Worſhip God according 
to his Will; and our Saviour's Inſtitutions, and are 
careful to live'like Chriſtians worthy of the Goſpel, 
need not regard thoſe Devices, nor fear thoſe Judg- 
, ments which proceed only from Men ; they may be 
true and happy Saints both here and hereafter, that 
have for Fakth. and the Service of God, and for a 
Holy Lite all that is of Divine Appointment, with- 
- out the Roman Additions. Otur rejecting what 
the Church of Rome hath for her Intereſt impoſed, 
where her Power doth reach, will in no wiſe ex- 
clude us from Heaven, if we be true to what we 
own. If by our Life and Profeflion we confeſs 
Chriſt here before Men, and are not aſhamed - of 
him, nor of his Words, we need not fear he __ 
; CIE+ 
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hereafter diſown us, ' becaute of their Anger that 


- would have us take for Goſpel whatever they di- 
.Ctate. Damnation ſhall not be inflicted according 


to Mens Palltons and Uncharitableneſs ; we ought 
to run from the Danger of it, as far as is rollile, 
by preſerving that Faith, we were baptized into, 
pure and undefiled, and by living according to it : 
But had the Promites of Mercy and Salvation been 
annexed to our Submilion ro Rome, either the uni- 
verſal Church would have clearly exprefled it in 
making Men Members - of Chejtt, and Heirs of his 
Kingdom, or to be ſure Cod wauld have revealed 
it. And ſeeing none of theſe 1s done, it doth plain- 
ly demonſtrate that ſuch a Submution is dehigned 
tor Temporal Power, but no ways requiſite to bring 
Men to Heaven, and that conſequently the hard 


Sentence of Roman Bigots againſt us, may be pre- 


judicial to them, but can do us no Harm, 

This might ſuffice to ſhew that we are ſafe not- 
withitanding their Outcries of Damnation againſt us, 
that part.of their Religion which 1s called Popery, 
being no part of God's revealed Will and Saving 
Truth, nor of the Primitive and Catholick Chriſtt- 
anity embraced by the whole Chrilttian Church. 

In point of Faith, or of Divine Worſhip what 1s 
peculiar to them 1s tar enough from being neceſlary : 


.and for Rules of Converſation we have the ſame 
Precepts, and beheve the ſame Promyes and the 
lame Pumniſhments. _ So that though we reject ma- 
-ny of their own Inventions, yet {t1]] we want nothing 
.neceſfary to Salvation; and 1m order to 1t, they haye 
no-Adyantage over us. _. | 
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But I may not _I_—_ The Intereſt of Truth 
and humane Souls obligeth me to fay farther, that 
we are ſafer in our Church, and have ſeveral Advan- 
tages for the obtainmg Comfort and eternal Happi- 
neſs, of which they are deftitute in the Church of 
mx 


* Firſt, I'fay that we are ſafer. What we believe as | 
an Article of Faith, is undoubtedly true, owned by 
all Chriſtians in all Ages of the World, and plainly 
fevealed in God's Word ; whereas thoſe Traditions 
which the Churchof Rowe hath tack'd to the anci- 
ent Faith,are newly coyn'd,and yet more newly made 
a Creed, are not warranted by Divine Revelation, 
nor embraced by Chriſtians of other Commumons. 
And what a Preſumption is it to change the Terms 
of Salvation, and make thoſe things neceſfary which 
God hath not prefcribed, and the Chriſtian Church 
* for many hundred Years hath not owned as a Part 
of her Saving Faith ? 1s 
' _-This is ſolikeadding to the Bookof God, preaching || ou 
-.. another Goſpel, and teaching for Doctrines the-Com- | ry: 
mandments of Men ; that we think our ſelves much | wi 
fafer within the ancient Boundaries, and look upon | ce; 
it as a very dangerous Attempt, to make neiv 'Oreeds || Ce 
and mmpoſe them upon Mens Conſciences, efpecally | aft 
When thoſe Additions are not only beyond what 1s | the 
written, but alſo of another Nature, and even con- | the 
trary. The Chriſtian Creed i for Life Everlaftmg, 8 Geo 
. the'Roman for the Roman Greatneſs ; the Chrifttian un 
exprefſeth our Obligations to God, and our depen- | Afi 
dance upon him, the Roman is a Profetſton of Sub- || acc 
jection to Rome ; the: Chriſtian engageth Men to ſerve 
| God only, the Roman to worſhip Creatures M4 
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| he 
"=o tor, the Roman joyns to hi | 
- | Saints and the Bleffed Virgin. There are y 
- | thingsinall —_ very wreconcileable befWi 
f | thefe two contellions of Faith, that the Reman can- 
not be1ſafe ; and that we may conchude without Un- 
s | charitablenefs, that they of that Perſuaſion that ſhall 
/ | attain to Heaven, ſhall not come thither by the Help 
/ | of the Roman Dodtrines, but by diſcharging their 
s | Baptiſmal Engagements which are the ſame with 
- 8 ours, and by profetiing the Anczent common Creed 
e | of all Chnftians. . 
, | The Pointsof theirown Creed are o far from can- 
ducing to MensSalvation, that they rather will prove 
reat Hindrances to it, They engage Men m a Wor- 


O 
h p very unkke to what we read in the Apoftolical - 
h 


Writings, or the antient Fathers. Beſides the un- 

t | known Tongue, and the marm'd Communian, there 
1s ſo much of it that ismeerlyhumane and ceremont- 

g | ous, fo muchof tthatrelates tothe Souls in Purgato- 


- | ry or the Saintsin Heaven, that we with it may meet -.. 
h I with Pardon, but cannot think at thould find Ac- ' & 


n | ceptance. There are ſ0-many ftrange Exorciims and 


Is | Confecrations in the Raruals and Pontihcal, that { 


y | after having read the Bible, a Man can never think 
is | theits tobe that Worſhipin Spiritand m Trath, which 
1- | the Goſpel appoints. We darenot offer to Almighty 
>, | God what is 1o like to be Injunious:to him, and fo 
n | unlike his-own Inftirations; and have much .greatar 
1- | Afﬀarance to haveour Sacritice'of Brayers and Prartes 
p- | accepted, when according to Divine Appointment 
we-offer it to Godin the Name of his/blefled -Son. 

The fame tholds alſo for vertuous lving and d&m- 


provement 4n >Goodnefs, that their new Doctrines  þ 
"0 "are. 
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* -arerather Obſtacles to, than Helps towards it. The 
great dependance upon Rome and the Papal Power, 
hath made many of that Communion very ill Sub- 
jets, and many more very cruel and uncharitable to 
all other Chriſtians. The making a whole State of 


Sin, although known and perſiſted in, yet to be a - 


Stateof Pardon and Safety, conſiſtent with the Love 
of God ; the buying and Imputation of other Mens 
Merits and good Works; the eaſy Purchaſe of many 
Indulgences, the cuſtomary and trequent Abſolutions 
for mortal Sins ; the Patronage of the greatelt Saints 
to the greateſt Sunners, when they are their particu- 
lar Votaries : Such prevailing Opmons as theſe abatc 
much of the Necetlity of a ſerious and ſpeedy Re- 
pentance and earneſt Purſuits after Sanctihcation, and 
too much gratify the Corruptionsof Men that are de- 
- firous to enjoy their Luſts, and not loſe-the Hopes of 
Heaven. So if Mixture of falſe and uncertain Pro- 
poſitions with their Faith ; it a Woiſhip very cor- 
-rupt, and very ſuperſtitious; and if Doctrines apt to 
betray Men to a careleſs and vicious Life : if theſc 
can endanger humane Souls, we cannot think them 
fate in the Church of Rome. So far as they differ 
from us, in their Additions to the Primitive Faith , 
ſo far they are in danger. We pronounce no Sen- 
F tence, and we pray Divine Mercy to pardon them 
* 'thaterr 1n the Sumplicity of their Heart : But their 
Errors and ſuitable Practices may be the Ruin of ma- 
ny, and our Charity can ſavenone. Bleſſed be God, 
we are ſafer, and have many Advantages for Com- 
fort and for Holine, of which they are deſtitute. 
Men' of a timorous. and- a tender Conſcience a- 


-* -monegft them, can never have a-comfortable Know- 


”  4Jedge and Aſſurance of their having conteſt all their 
"7-0 | | Mortal 
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Mortal Sins, or all thoſe Circumſtances that alter the | 
kind : Nor of the Intention of the Prieſt, which | 
is neceſſary to make effectual his Abfolutions; 
nor of the Validity of any Sacerdotal Miniſtratioris | 
and Conſecrations , all which ' depend upon ſecret | 
Intentions or Irregularities , which may be incurr'd | 
many ways, and may proceed fo tar as to be irreme- 
diable ; of theſe which according to their Principles, 
ſo much concerns their Happineſs, a thoughttul Man 
(1 fay.) can never be ſo ſure as to make him rejoyce 
m Hope, and have a ſolid Peace. And what a tad 
Proſpect is it to them that think the Sufferings of 
this preſent Life ſo very grievous, that after all their 
Pains and Charges to gain Pardons and Indulgences, 
and Prayers for their Souls, they can have no Aſſu- 
rance without a Miracle, but that they ſhall he hun- 
dred of. Years in ſcorching Flames, paying the Score 
of thoſe temporal Puniſhments which were due to 
their Sins. 

| - Beſides the Uncomfortableneſs of theſe Roman 
Tenents, they want in that Communion the Bene- 
fit of thoſe Divine Inſtructions which were written 
for our Learning; That we through Comfort of the 
Scriptures might have Hope. Thatholy Word of God 
which giveth Light and Underſtanding to the Sum-' 
ple, and isable to make us wiſe unto Salvation, and ' 
to ſave our Souls, if we believe the Blefled Author 
of it : That Word in the Church of Rome is kept 
from the People, leſt it ſhould make the Ways of 

God plain betore their Faces, and ſhew them what 

a mighty Change in the Chriſtian Religion hath been 

made amongſt them. And that keeps the Vulgar in 

a State of Darkneſs and Timorous Superſtition, and”. 
depriy , 
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deprives thera of thoſe Spiritual Joxs and Improve- 
- ments, which Divine Revchtian would afford. 
If any Book mm the World can be truly pleaſant 
comfortable, it is the Holy Fable ; wherein we 
the infinite Wifdom and Power and Providence 
of God, in the Creatton and Government of the 
World, and particularly in his Care for them thar 
love and ſerve him : The facred Hiftory is fo full of 
Comfort in all Changes of Humane Life ; the Inf- 
nite Goodneſs and other Perfettions of God are fo 
clearly revealed in it, that by reading thereof, an at- 
tentive Chriftian in all his AſiGtions is n{pir'd with 
wiſe and good Thoughts, and Courage, and Firm- 
neſs of Mind, and a joyful dependance upon God. 
Then the Mercies and Myfteries of our Redemption, 
the Lite and Death of our Blefled Saviour, the Ex- 
cellency of his Precepts, and of the Sermons and 
Writings of his Apoſtles, and the infinvte Graciouſ- 
neſs of his Promiſes : Theſe are fo raviſhing and 
ſo wondertul, fo apt to ſupport owr Sparits, and to 
nouriſh our Hopes, to give a good Man a fore-Tafte 
of the Joys of Heaven, and to bring us to the Like- 
neſs and the Senſe of Gad's Love, that nothing cangrve 
zgual Comforts to Chriſtians, or any ways: ſupply 
he Want of theſe. It would be the greateft Won- 
der why any Church that believes the QId and New 
F Teſtament to be the Book of God, ſhould forbid the 
+ reading of it 1 but that the contrariety betwixt their 
Traditions and thoſe Divine Writings is very appa- 
rent to thera that can conſult and compare both; 
That, or nothing, muſt excuſe their Uncharitablene(s 
in taking the Divine Oracles from them, for whoſe 
Conſolation and Guidance they were appointed. 
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Agam, they want the Comfort and Inſtruftion of | 
God's publick Worſhip. What Scripeures are read in \ 
the publick Aſſemblies of the Roman Communion, 
are in the Latm Tongue, by which the Underſtan- | 
ding of the People is rendred unfruitful. What 
Prayers and Supphcations are put up to God, are ih 
the ſame Language ; they know not what is faid, 
and therefore cannot aflent with their Hearts, nar | 
excite fach devout AﬀeCGtions m their Souls as would | 
recommend their common Requeſts to the Throne 
of Grace. Neither are the brations of the Di- | 
vine Goodneſs underftood, they praiſe not God with 
zoyful Lips: and that pious Entercourle they thould |} 
have with him, in paying their Homage, and pre- | 
ſenting ther Thanks and Petitions to his Divine Ma- | 
jefty, being thus interrupted by ther not underftan- 
ding what 1s faid, they are deprived of one of the 
principal Means of Edificatiton. *Tis ft it ſhould 
ever enter into the Hearts of Men, to offer to God 
for a reaſonable Service, Words of which they know 
not the Signification. And it renders ineffeftual thoſe 
Acts of Religion which ſhould moft affect and better þ 
the Hearts of Chriſtian Worfhippers, and raiſe w 
their Thoughts and their AﬀeCtions to Heaven. | 
From hence it 1s, that we have more om, 
God, and more Underſtanding of the Chriſtian | 
hgion. They amongſt us that really beleve Chri- 
ftanity, and would make fure.of the Happineſs 1t 
offers, by ſearching and meditating . of the Holy 
Soriptures, and by joyning with the pyblick Wor- 
- ſhip ; whilſt they attend and undeeftand what the 
Oharch faith to Gad, and what he fanh to us, are 
- much improved in thoſe great Principles of Reh- 
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"5 Ei Shich they. learn'd in their Catechiſm, and are 
ke to- grow in Grace, and in the knowledg of 
the Lord. They have in theſe two, what perpetu- 
ally informs their. Judgment, and excites their Will 

to cleave to God an Goodneds ; and after their 
beſt Endeavours to. rely upon thoſe infinite Mercies 
of: Godin /Chriſt 'our Redeemer; on which the 
teſt of Roman Champions confeſſed that it is 
(1 Rot ſafe to repoſe our whole Truſt and Confidence. 
*:-Anfwerable to thoſe, are the publick Exhortations 
>of our Church, by the Mouth of her Miniſters, and 
-the:Books of Religious Inſtruction wherewith ſhe 
eiitertains her Children. Their Time and Zeal and 
| Attention are not taken up in Sprinklings, Kitings 
-of Reliques, going in Pilgrimage, viſiting of Shrines, 
-paying devout Veneration to Saints and Images, and 
reciting Beads and Roſaries, and the Offices of St. 
Bridger, or the like, Neither theſe things, nor any 
of this Nature, which can neither initruct nor reform 
the World, nor give Comfort to Chrittian Souls, -are 
eckmended ro our” People :' They are clearly 
htwherein true Religion and ſubſtantial Good- 
conſift,.and exhorted to lay on them the'great 
_ of their Hopes and of ther Endeavours, "and 
zyoutly tomake uſe of thoſe means of Grace which 
re of Divine Appointment, and thereby to eſtabliſh 
xer Hearts m the Love of God, and a chearful de- 
=p endence 1 upon'the mfinite Merits and Mercics of our 
magear Saviour. | | 
bc | Nothing of-the whole Counſel of God is by our 
> wn Mu ny 7 ; he back-from us, our Behef is unqueſtion- 
able /being truly Prunitive and Univerſal ; our. Wor- 
pe Ga according to his Wil, and his'moſt 
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IHened Nature ; and offf Rule of Life and Cotiie 
ation comprehends all Duties : To Fear God, and j 
Honour the King, and Love one another, and con=* + 4 
tinue patient m well-doing. Ours 1s indeed a Do- -\ 
trine according ro Godlineſs, and. of it, it may be 
teſtified in the Words of St. Peter, that 7t zx the true 
LUrace of God, wherein we ſland. * © 
If we are not wanting to our ſelves, we want no-. 
thing that can either ſhew us the Way to Happi- 
neſs, or help and forward us init ; we ought to 
expreſs our Charity to them that err, and want ma- 
ny of thoſe Bleflings and Advantages which we have 
for the obtaining eternal Salvation ; we ſhould ear-- 
neitly pray for them, and what we can promote. ] 
their Inſtruction, bur by no. means fear their Threat-. '% 
nings and Sentences of Damnation. Re: 
He that in earneſt would go to Heaven, and pro-,* 3 
teſlech Chriſtianity, not to obrain Favour with Men; . 
but to pleaſe God, and to fave his immortal Soul, can «+ -; 
be no where ſafer than-in our Church. Therein 
he profeſſeth that Faith which all Chriſtian Com- 
munions hold to. be truly Divine, and therein he: 
may make his Calling and Election ſure, if he will 
but practiſe anſwerably to his Belief, add ro his Faith 
Vertue, and not be untruitful in the knowledg of . 
our Lord Jelus Chriſt, The more he underſtands 
his Religion, the more he will love it, and be cons 
| vincd that he is in the Right : and the more care- 
fully he lives according to his Profeſſion, with a 
Conſcience yoid of Offence towards God and rowards 
Men, the more affurance wilt he have that he ſhall 
b- be Happy. . | 
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_ go Men, whereb - cay be ſaved, but 
Name of our Lord Fe 
bekzeveth on him ſhall not be confounded. Here let 
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3" Altthet Gronds of Hope boſ Truth and 
- "*-ahteouthess will prove yam. Tt ands 
'f | Ypon the Fonridarion of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
\ Jefus Cheſt himſelf bang ts chief Corner Stone : 
He that ſtudies and minds his Duy, and earneſtly 

begs for the Divine Afſiſtance that he may live to 


ceive the Crewn of Life, though ſome preſumprtu- 
ous Men dare condemn him to Death. 

Whatever Confidence or high Pretences fore may 
have, whatever Ways and Devices they invent for 
to gain Heaven :. Chriſt zs the Way, the Truth and 
the Life; no Min cometh unto the Father; bat by 
him , there is 10 other Name nnder Higoes gives 


LY the 
Chriſt ; He that calleth and 


us fix, and not regard what Men fay; nor what 


they. can do : But look unto Jeſus the Author and | 


Finither of our Faith, firmly relying on his Al- 
rmghty Goodneſs, who is able to ſave them to the ut- 
termoſt that come to God by him, being ever living to 


make Interceſſion for them. 


God, and reman faithful unto Death : he ſhall re-V 
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